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Someone like me, just out of grad 
school and looking to begin a non-

academic career in our field, finds 

very little help through AAA … it’s an 

organization for university professors 

of anthropology … I also lack the 
political clout for me or my work to 

be professionally respected.
Anonymous AAA member



many [practicing, professional and 
applied] anthropologists are not 

motivated to, nor supported to 

participate in the AAA and its 

traditional conference and 

publishing activities, which are often 
perceived to be irrelevant to their 

careers.
Jean J. Schensul et al., “A home for professional, 

practicing and applied anthropology” (2017)
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All ten protégés [we interviewed] … 
mentioned the invaluable 

assistance [NAPA mentoring] 

provided to them and to others like 

them. They reported that schools 

have not done an adequate job of 
providing information about careers 

in applied anthropology
Ed Liebow & Shamila Jiwa, “Evaluation and professional 

development: The NAPA mentor program” (2005)





1990s Executive leadership 
reorganization



2000s – 10s From working group 
to committee
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2003 – 2006 Practicing Advisory Working 

Group

2007 – 2017 Committee on Practicing, 

Applied, and Public Interest 

Anthropology

2018 – Members Programmatic 

Advisory and Advocacy 

Committee



Looking ahead AAA’s place in a 
thriving profession











People talk about [anthropology] like it's some 

giant livin in the hillside
comin down to visit the townspeople

We are [anthropology]
Me, you, everybody, we are [anthropology]

So [anthropology] is goin where we goin

So the next time you ask yourself where 
[anthropology] is goin

ask yourself.. where am I goin? How am I doin?

[with apologies to] Mos Def, “Fear Not of Man” (1999)
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